[Late reconstructive surgery for cloaca malformations].
The rarity of cloacal anomalies, the wide range of anatomical variants, and the number of different operations mean that successful management of a patient (neonate or child) with this condition is one of the greatest challenges for paediatric surgeons. The authors describe the complex corrections of 3 patients with cloacal malformation (age 10-13 years). The cloacal malformations were not diagnosed at neonatal age and therefore only the anorectal agenesis was corrected at the first stage. The authors strongly recommend that all components of this anomaly (urethra, vagina and anorectum) should be managed in one step. Because of the rarity and complexity of cloacal malformations, the anomaly should be operated on only in specialised centres.